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Abstract:  

"A legacy of anthropological, archaeological, and historical research has demonstrated the spectrum 

of complex, inseparable relationships between humans and non-human parts of the world. Amidst 

debates on ethnocentrism and advancing analytical techniques there is a demonstrated need to 

consider the less visible entities which also co-construct social, economic, and cultural systems in 

order to illuminate upon the potential range of human - nonhuman systems that we know exist today 

and could have existed in the past. In this session we seek to explore these potentials by reflecting on 

the role of Insecta as cultural agents, situating Natureculture and multispecies theory within hunter-

gatherer research.  

Inspired by the co-chairs’ observations of the functional and symbolic role of certain insects amongst 

hunter-fisher-herders of Western Siberia and in their small-scale management of reindeer, we ask 

participants to be guided by the following questions: How have insects impacted hunter-fisher 

lifeways in the past and present, and what traces might these impacts leave behind? What sort of 

challenges or solutions can insects represent to hunter-gatherers? How can we engage with these 

agents and reflect on their role in social and economic interrelationships?  

By assessing the human-insect interface we hope to unravel potentially central but understudied 

mechanisms forming culture and the archaeological record, improving the understanding of hunter-

fisher-gatherer societies across time and space. We invite presentations from hunter-gatherer 

contexts around the world, which integrate through multi- or transdisciplinary approaches, on how 

people are influenced by and live alongside these, often anthropologically and archaeologically 

neglected, nonhuman entities. " 
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